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HB THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO THE CHURCHES.—Rev. ii. 7. 


* 


JANUARY 16, 1850. Vol. XII. 


INTERESTING ITEMS CONCERNING THE JOURNEYING OF THE LATTER- 


DAT SAINTS FROM THE CITY OF NAUVOO, UNTIL THEIR LOCATION | 


IN THE VALLEY OF THE GREAT SALT LAKE. : 
: (Extracted from the Private Journal of Orson Pratt.) 


Taking into consideration the helpless condition of several hundred families, the 
smal] amount of provisions which we had on hand, and the lateness of the season, it 
was concluded to be unsafe, during the present year, to launch forth into the wild 
uninhabitable region of the mountains in search of a resting place. Necessity 
obliged us to postpone this great undertaking until the next spring. 

Several thousand of the Saints had crossed, with their wagons and teams, the 
Missouri river, and even one small company of one or two hundred, had advanced 
some two hundred miles westward, among the Pawnee Indians; while large numbers 
were still encamped on the Pottawattomie lands. Under these painful circumstances, 
we were compelled to take up winter quarters in an Indian country, the main 
portion of our camp being on the lands owned by the Omaha Indians. 
_ Every exertion was now made to prepare for the coming winter. A beautiful 
tract of land on the west bank of the Missouri was selected, which was handsomely 
laid ont into e blocks, and streets running at right angles. Here, during the 
remaining portion of the summer and autumn, we erected about one thousand 
houses, ‘principally built of logs cut from the * —— oves. This city, being 
something less than a mile square, we called“ WINTER QUARTERS.” Several 
hundred tons of prairie hay were cut and stacked, for the preservation of our large 
and extensive droves of horses, mules, cattle, and sheep. By our persevering 
industry, we soon found ourselves comfortably located for the winter. We were 
under the necessity, however, of sending down to the Missouri settlements, between 
one and two hundred miles, to exchange wagons and other property, for provisions 
to sustain several thousand people. 
_ Oar exposure to hardships and privations caused sickness and death to prevail; 
many hundreds were laid in the silent grave, to rest from their sufferings and toil, 
and to receive a glorious resurrection when the poor and the meek shall inherit the 


During the.winter, I returned to and Garden Grove. Found the Saints 
in those two settlements doing very well, although they also had suffered much by 


* 


sickness and death. After encouraging them, and imparting such instructions 

relative to their emigration, &c., as — —— — I returned to“ Winter 
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18 EXTRACTS FROM o. PRATT’S PRIVATE JOUKNAL. 


Daring the winter, the Omahas stole many of our horses, and about a hundred 
head of cattle, the latter of which they killed for food. We had made many presents 
to these Indians, but they seem to be a treacherous degraded tribe, compared with 
many others. The Sioux made war upon them during the winter, and killed 
— a hundred, not many miles from our camp. 

Early in April, 1847, several of the Twelve, with a company of pioneers, num- 
bering in all, 143 souls, left ** Winter Quarters” for the Great Salt Lake Basin, 
intending to explore the country, and find a place the most suitable for forming a 
settlement. That portion of the camp who intended following the present season, 
were requested to wait for 5 or ten weeks, until the weather should become 
warmer, and the grass should have time to grow. 

During our stay in Winter Quarters,” we had sent to England, and procured 
the following instruments preparatory to our exploring expedition, viz :—two sex- 
tants, one circle of reflection, two artificial horizons, two barometers, several 
thermometers, telescopes, &c. | 

Many thousands who were not in circumstances to follow us the present season, 
were requested to use every exertion in putting in spring crops to sustain themsel- 
ves, and the emigration which was expected from our eastern churches. After 
arranging things as comfortably as possible, we left our families and — west, 
carrying grain in our wagons to feed our animals until grass should grow. 

Our course was up the north bank of Platte river, along which we travelled 


slowly ; finding the roads very good, the country being level, and the soil somewhat 


dry and sandy. I took observations daily, for the latitude and longitude, and also 
barometric and thermometric observations. . 


Having crossed the Elk Horn by a raft, constructed for the purpose, and having : 


forded the Loup Fork, not, however, without some danger, in consequence of the 
quick sands, we reached Grand Island in the Platte river, about the first of May. 
May 3rd. We are now near the head of Grand Island. Our teams being 
rather weak for the want of sufficient food, we concluded to rest a day. A com- 
pany of our hunters were sent out in search of buffalo, antelope, &c. Another com- 


| pany were despatched to examine the country in advance; others, were employéd 


setting wagon tire, and in various duties of the camp. The mercury in the 
barometer stood higher this morning than for several days previous. I occupied 
this day in calouluting the longitude of Beaver Creek ford from a lunar distance 
taken several days before. Our hanters returned, having obtained only two buffalo 
calves and one antelope. The Platte river (or Nebraska) is very roily or muddy, 
like the waters of the Missouri e 

May ach. — This morning there is a heavy dew, with frost in some places. At 


2 five the thermometer stood at 33 deg. A little after six the people were 


called together, the rules and regulations of the camp were read, and some instruc- 
tions given relative to the safety of ourselves and teams from Indian aggressions. 
At 11 the camp started, and after travelling about three miles, I took an observa- 
tion for the latitude, but a high south wind agitated the quicksilver in the artificial 
horizon to that degree, that my observation was imperfect. The latitude was 
found to be 40 deg. 44 min. 53 sec. While taking the observation, I being a short 
distance in advance of the camp, a Frenchman came from the opposite bank of the 
river, having seen us in the distance. He forded the river to learn who we were. 
He informed us that he was from Fort Laramie, having travelled the distance in 


‘simteen days. He said there was ass and a good road on the opposite side 
‘of the river, and that immense herds of buffalo were feeding and roaming over the 


bills and prairies on both sides of the river. His company consisted of nine persons 
and three wagons. They intended crossing the Missouri river at or near Westport. 
Some fifty or sixty letters were written to our families at Winter Quarters. He 
stopped with the camp one hour, when he again re-forded the Platte ; three of our 
men accompanied him to the opposite side of the river, which is here about three 
quarters of a mile broad. Our camp then started and travelled about three miles, 
and balted where there was some grass which had escaped the fire that had passed 


over it but a day or two before. 


The Indians for a number of days have been bu the old grass, and the fire 


when once commenced extends its ravages for scores of miles on all sides where it 


#§ 
7 
ra 
* 
* 
uk 11 
* „ 
* 
a: 
t 18 
4 
| 
7 
j 
| 
A 
1. 
128 
1 
| 
488 
1355 
Bl 
* 
1 
1 
‘ 
. 
? 
& 
4 


THB CONSTITUTION OF THB NEW STATR OF DESBRET. 19 


can find dry grass and other combustibles. The prairies and hills in all directions 
present a surface, with only here and there small spots of green grass 
mingled with dry. 


Our three messengers returned from their interview with the company on the 
other side of the river. The principal man among them was Mr. Papau. In the 
. meantime we saw several 1 in advance of us, which our glasses would not sa- 
tisfactorily decide whether they were horses or wild animals. Three or four men 
with horses were sent forward to ascertain what they were; they found them to be 
a small flock of antelope. Antelope for a few — have been quite plenty, and 
buffalo almost constantly in sight. e — marched on, the wagons in 
single file, travelled about three miles, and encamped about sun-down on the bank 
of a small, clear, gravelled-bottom stream of water. 


(To be continued.) 


THE CONSTITUTION OF THE NEW STATE OF DESERET. 


From the New York Herald. 


Whereas, a large number of citizens of the United States, before and since the 
treaty of peace with the poe of Mexico, emigrated to and settled in-that por- 
tion of the territory of the United States, lying west of the Rocky Mountains, and 

in the great interior basin of Upper Californias and 

Whereas, by reason of said treaty, all civil organization originating from the 
republic of Mexico became ab ; and 

Whereas, the Congress of the United States has failed to provide a form of civil 
government for the territory so — or any portion thereof; and : 

Whereas, Civil government and laws are necessary, for the security, peace, and 
23238 of society; and 

‘hereas, It is a fundamental principle in all republican governments, that all 
political power is inherent in the people: and governments instituted for their pro- 
tection, security, and benefit, should emanate from the same— : 

Therefore, your committee beg leave to recommend the adoption of the following 
constitution, until the congress of the United States shall otherwise provide for the 
government of the territory hereinafter named and described. : 

We, the people, grateful to the Supreme Being for the blessings a 
and gone, Tings dependence on Him for a continuation of those blessings, do 
and establish a free and independent government, by the name of the State of 
Deseret; including all the territory of the United within the „ 
boundaries, to wit: commencing at the 33rd degree of North latitude, where 
crosses the 108th degree of longitude, West of Greenwich; thence running South 
and West to the Northern boun of Mexico; thence West to, and down the 
main channel of the Gila river, on Northern line of Mexico, and on the North- 
ern boundary of Lower California to the Pacific Ocean; thence along the coast 
North-westerly to 118 deg. 30 min. of West longitude; thence N to where 
said line intersects the dividing ridge of the Sierra Nevada mountains ; thence North 
along the summit of the Sierra Nevada mountains to the dividing range of moun- 

, tains that separates the waters flowing into the Columbia river, from the waters 

running into the Great Basin; thence Easterly, along the dividing range of moun- 
tains that e said waters flowing into the Columbia river on the North, from 
the waters flowing into the Great Basin on the South, to the summit of the Wind 
river chain of mountains; thence South-east and South, by the dividing range of 
mountains that separate the waters flowing into the Gulf of Mexico, from the 

waters flowing into the Gulf of California; to the “gee of inning, as set forth 
in a map drawn by Charles Preuss, and published by order of the of the 
United States, in 1848. : 

Antics I.—The powers of government of the State of Deseret shall be divided 
into three distinct departments, viz :—Legislative, Executive, and Judiciary 1 
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See. 15, Every law passed by the Assembly shall take effect from and after due 
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Aprroue II. - Oythe Legislative.—Sec. 1. The legislative authority of this State, 
shall bo, vested in a General Assembly, consisting of a Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives; both to be elected by the people. , oe: 

Seo. 2. The session of the General Assembly shall be annual; and the first 
session be held on the first Monday of ~— next; and, thereafter, on the first 
Monday of December, unless the Governor of the State shall convene the assembly, 
in the interim, by proclamation. er 

Sec. 3. ‘The members of the House of Representatives shall be chosen biennially, 
by the qualified electors of their respective districts, on the first Monday in August; 
w term of office shall continue two years from the day of the general election. 

Sec. 4.. No person shall be a member of the House of Representatives, who has 
not attained the age of twenty-five years; the same to be a free white male citizen 
of the United States, and an inhabitant of this State one year preceding the time 
of his election, and a resident of the district or county thirty days next preceding 
his election ; and have, at his election, an actual residence in the district he may be 
chosen to — | | 

Sec. 5. Senators shall be chosen for the term of four years, at the same time and 
place of Representatives; they shall be thirty years of age, and possess the qualifi- 
cations of Representatives, as to residence and citizenship. 

Sec. 6. The number of Senators.shall not be lessthan one-third, nor more than 
one-half of the Representatives; and at the first session of the General Assembly, 
after this constitution takes effect, the Senate shall be divided by lot, as equal as 
may be, into two classes; the seats of the Senators of the first class shall be vacated 


ab the expiration of two years, so that one-half of the Senate shall be elected 


biennially. | | 
Seo. 7. Each house shall choose its own officers, and judge of the qualification, 
election, and return of its own members, and contested elections shall be determined 


in such manner as shall hereafter be determined by law. = 
Sec. 8. A majority in each house shall constitute a quorum to do business; but 


a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of 


absent members in such manner and under such penalty as each house may provide. 
See. 9. Each house shall have all powers necessary for a branch of the General 


-Assembly of a free and independent government. 


Sec. 10. Each member of the Assembly shall be e tag from civil arrest 
during any session, and going too and returning from the same. | | 
Ses. 11. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more 
than three days; nor to any other place than that in which they may be sitting. 
„See. 12. e Assembly shall, at its first session, provide for an enumeration of 
the white inhabitants, and an aportionment for the Senators and Representatives. 
‘ See. 13. Each member of the Assembly shall take an oath or affirmation to 
pport the constitution of the United States, and of this State; and members 
— are hereby empowered to, administer said oath or affirmation to each 
Seo. 14. The veto power of the Governor shall be allowed by the Assembly, 
except on bills, which, when reconsidered, shall be again passed by a majority of 


two-thirds of those present; and any bill vetoed by the Governor shall be returned 
within ten days, 8 excepted,) with bis objections; otherwise it shall become 
y 


„by adjournment, prevent its return. 


a law, unless the Assem 


publication by authority. | 
Seo. 16. The voters of this State may elect, at the first election, not exceeding 
seventeen Senators and thirty-five Representatives. e 
the Executive.—Sec. 1. The executive power shall be vested 
in a Governor, who shall hold his office for four years. A Lieutenant Governor 
shall be elected at the same time, and for the same term, who shall be the President 
of the Senate. | 
Seo. 2. No “sign shall be eligible to the office of Governor or Lieutenant 
Governor, who has not been a citizen of the United States, and a resident of this 


State, two years next preceding his election, and attained the age of thirty-five 


years at the time of his election. 
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Seo. 3. The Governor shall be commander-in-chief of the militia, navy, and all the 
armies of this State. 
Sec. 4. He shall transact all executive business with the officers of government, 
civil and military; and may require information in writing from the officers of the 
executive department, upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective 
offices. 
Sec. 5. He shall see that the laws are faithfully execyted. N 
Sec. 6. When any office shall, from any cause, become vacant, and no mode is 
yrescribed by the constitution and laws for filling such vacancy, the Governor shall 
— power to fill such vacancy, by granting a commission, which shall expire w 
such vacancy shall be filled by due course of law. 3 : 
Sec. 7. He shall also have power to convene the General Assembly by procla- 
mation, when, in his opinion, the interests of the State require it. | | 
Sec. 8. He shall communicate by message to the General Assembly, at every 
session, the condition of the State, and recommend such matters as he shall deem 


expedient. 
ec. 9. In case of disagreement in the General Assembly, with regard to the 


time of adjourment, the Governor shall have power to dissolve the session by pro- 


clamation. 


Sec. 10. No person shall, while ‘holding any lacrative office under the United 


4 or this State, execute the office of Governor, except as sball be prescribed 
by law. | 
"Sec, 11. The Governor shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons, and 
commute punishments after convictions, except in cases of impeachments. rail 
Sec. 12. The Governor shall receive for his services such compensation as shall 
hereafter be provided by law. : 4 
Sec. 13. There shall be a seal of this State, which shall be kept by the Gover- 
— and used by him officially; and shall be called the Great Seal of the State of 
Deseret. REG 
Sec. 14. All grants and commissions shall be in the name and by the authority 
of the —_ of the State of Deseret; sealed with the Great Seal of this State, 
signed by the Governor, and countersigned by the Secretary of State. 4 
Sec. 15. A Secretary of State, Auditor of Public Accounts, and Treasurer, 
shall be elected by the qualified electors, who shall continue in offiee for the term of 
four years. The ** State shall keep a fair register of all the official acts 
of the Governor, and shall, when required, lay the same, together with all papers, 
minutes and vouchers, relative thereto, before either branch of the General — 
bly, and shall perform such other duties as shall be aseigned him by law. 
Sec. 16. In case of the impeachment of the Governor, his removal from office, 
death, resignation, or absence from the State, the powers and duties of the office 
shall devolve upon the Lieutenant Governor, until such disability shall cease, or the 
vacancy be filled. 
_ ArtiotE IV.—Of the Judiciary.—Sec. 1. The judicial power shall be vested 
in a Supreme Court, and such inferior courts as the General Assembly shall from 
ec, 2. e Supreme Court consist of a Chief Justice, and two associates, 
either two of —— shall be a quorum to hold courts. a “a 
Sec. 3. The Judges of the Supreme Court shall be elected by joint vote of bot 
houses of the General Assembly, and shall hold their courts at such time and place 
as the General Assembly shall direct; and hold their office for the term of four 
years, and until their successors are elected and qualified. The Judges of the 
Supreme Court shall be conservators of the peace — hout the State, and shall 
exercise such other jurisdictions and appellate powers as shall be prescribed by law. 
Sec. 4. The style of all process shall be the State of Deseret; and all prose- 
cutions shall be in the name and by the authority of the State. (oe ee 
AgticLE V.—Of Elections.—Sec..1. The Governor, Lieutenant Gov: 
Auditor of Accounts, Treasurer, and Secretary of State, shall be elected by: the 


qualified electors as provided for members of the General Assembly, and at the time 


and place * for holding the same. ae 
Sec. 2. The returns of every election for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, 
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Auditor, Treasurer, and Secretary of State, shall be sealed . and transmitted 
forthwith to the seat of government, directed to the Speaker of the House of Re. 
presentatives, who shall, during the first week of the session, open and publish them in 
the presence of both houses of the General Assembly ; and the persons receiving a 
2 ee, all the legal votes cast for their respective offices, shall be declared 
ec. 3. The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Auditor, Treasurer, and Secre- 
tary of State, shall, before entering upon the duties of their respective offices, take 
an oath or affirmation, to support the Constitution of the United States, and of 
this State; which oath, or ation, shall be administered by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, 
Sec. 4. The first election for members of the General Assembly, and other 
officers under this Constitution, shall be held on the first Monday of May next, at 
the usual places of holding public meetings in the different districts and settlements; 
at which time and place the qualified voters shall vote for or against the adoption 
of this Constitution ; and if a majority of all the legal votes be in favour of its 
adoption, the same shall take effect from and after said election. | 
| . 5. At the time and place of holding the elections, the qualified electors 
shall organize the polls by appointing two ju who shall be authorized to qualify 
each other, and appoint two suitable persons as clerks ;. and ey ee shall, at the 
close of said election, seal up the number of votes so cast, and forthwith transmit 
them to the President of this convention. 
Sec. 6. The returns of the first election herein provided for, shall be made to 
the Chairman of this convention, who, together with the two Secretaries, shall pro- 
ceed immediately to open said returns, and count the votes; upon ascertaining the 
persons receiving a majority of votes, they shall forthwith notify them of their 
election 


Sec. 7. The General Assembly shall, at its first session, provide by law a ge- 
neral system of election for officers, under this constitution, and such other officers 


a may be hereafter created by law. 3 


Sec. 8. The manner of voting shall be by ballot. | 
Sec. 9. The General Assembly shall meet at Great Salt Lake City, which place 
shall be the seat of government until otherwise provided by law. ack ee 
Sec. 10. All white male residents of this State, over the age of twenty-one 
years, shall have the privilege of voting at the first election, and at the adoption of 
this constitution ; provided, that no person in the military, naval, or marine service 
of the United States, shall be considered a resident of this State, by being stationed 
in any ison, barrack, military, or naval place, or station within this State, unless 
otherwise provided for by law. be | 
Arrticite VI.—O/ Militia.—Sec.1. The militia of this State shall be composed 
of all able-bodied white male citizens, between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, 
except such as are or may hereafter be exempt, by the laws of the United States, or 
of this State, and shall be armed, equipped and trained, as the General Assembly 


. commissioned officers of the militia (staff officers ex ) shall be 
elected by the persons liable to perform military duty in their ve divisions ; 
and all commissioned officers shall be commissioned by the Governor. 

ARTICLE VII.—Amendments of the Constitution.—Sec. 1. If at any time the 
General Assembly shall deem it necessary, and for the best interest of the State, that 


this constitution should be revised, altered, or amended, the Assembly shall cause 


such revisions, alterations, or amendments, to be published in the same manner as 
shall be provided for the publication of the statutes; and appoint a day not less than 
thirty days thereafter, for the electors of the common h to assemble in their 
several precincts, and vote for, or against, said revisions, alterations, or amendments; 
and if a majority of said electors shall vote in favor of said revisions, alterations, or 
amendments, the same shall thereafter become parts and parcels of this constitution ; 
otherwise, this constitution shall remain unaltered. iat 

Arier VIII.—Declaration of Rights.—Sec. 1. In republican governments, 
all men should be born equally free and independent, and possess certain natural, 
essential, and inalienable rights, among which are those of enjoying.and defending 
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their life and liberty; acquiring, possessing, and protecting property; and of seeking 
and obtaining their safety and happiness. * oe 
Seo. 2. All political power is inherent in the le; and all free governments 
are founded in r authority, and instituted for their benefit; therefore, they have 
an inalienable and indefeasible right to institute government, and to alter, reform, 
and totally change the same, when their safety, happiness, and the public good shall 


uire it. 

i 3. All men shall have a natural and inalienable right to worship God ac- 
cording to the dictates of their own consciences; and the General Assembly shall 
make nolaw respecting an establishment of religion, or of prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof, or disturb any person in his religious worship or sentiments; provided he 
does not disturb the public peace, nor obstruct others in their religious worship; 
and all persons demeaning themselves peaceably, as good members of the State, shall 
be equally under the protection of the laws; and no subordination or preference of 
any one sect or denomination to another, shall ever be established by law ; nor shall 
any religious test be ever required for any office of trust under this State. 

Sec. 4. Any citizen of this State; who may hereafter be engaged, either directly 
or indirectly, in a duel, either as principal or accessory before the fact, shall be dis- 
qualified from holding any office under the constitution and laws of this State. 

Seo. 5. Every person may speak, write, and publish his sentiments on all subjects, 
being responsible for the abuse of that right, and no law shall be passed to abridge 

the liberty of speech or of the press. : ä 

Sec. 6. The people shall be secure in their persons, houses, papers and possessions, 
from unreasonable searches, and seizures. 

Sec. 7. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate: and all criminals shall 
be heard by self, or counsel at their own election. i 

Sec. 8. All penalties and punishments shall be in proportion to the offence; and 
all offences, before conviction, shall be bailable, except capital offences, where the 

proof is evident, or the presumption great. 5 

Sec. 9. The writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless in case of re- 
bellion, or invasion, or the public safety shall require it. : : 

Sec. 10. Treason against this State shall consist only in levying war against it, 
or adhering to its enemies, or giving them aid and comfort. : | 

Sec. 11. The General Assembly shall pass no bill of attainder, or ex post facto 
laws, or law impairing the obligation of contracts, to hinder the execution of justice. 

ee 12. The laws shall not be suspended, but by the legislative or executive 
authority. 

Sec. 13. The right of petition, by the people, shall be preserved inviolate. 

Sec. 14. The right of citizens to keep and bear arms for common defence shall 
not be questioned. 
Sec. 15. Private property shall not be taken for public use, without just com- | 

Sec. 16. No standing army shall be kept up in time of peace, and the military 
shall at all times, and in all places, be in strict subordination to the civil power. 

Sec. 17. The enumeration of certain rights, shall not be construed to impair, 
nor deny others, retained by the people. | 


Great Salt Lake City, Great Basin, North America, March 8, 1849. 

| 
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives, in Congress assembled: | 
Tour memorialists, members of the General Assembly of the State of Deseret, ‘ 
would respectfully lay before your honorable body the wishes and interests of our 
constituents, together with the reasons and design of our early organization as a civil 
es to which the consideration of your honorable body is most earnestly | 

icited. | | 

Whereas, the history of all = proves that civil governments, combining in their 
administration the protection of person, property, character, and religion—encourag- 
ing the science of agriculture, manufactures, and literature, are productive of the 
highest, happiest, and purest state of society ; and, | ates 
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Whereas, all political power is inherent in the people, and 
permanent and satisfactory, should emanate from the same; and, 

Whereas, The inhabitants of all newly settled countries and 8 whe. 2 
become acquainted with their climate, cultivated their soil, tested their mineral’ 
ductions, and investigated their commercial advantages, are the best sae of the 
kinds of government and laws necessary for their growth and prosperity; and, ; 

Whereas, Congress have failed to provide, by law, a form of civil government for 

this or any other portion of territory ceded to the United States by the ‘Tepublic of 
Mexico, in the late treaty of peace; and, 
- Whereas, Since the ex iration of the Mexican civil authority edie weak ind 
imbecile, anarchy to an ing extent has prevailed—the — and bowie knife 
have been the highest law of the land the strong have prevailed against the weak 
— while a, property, character, and religion have been unaided, and virtue un- 
pr and, 

Whereas, From the discovery of the valuable gold mines west of the Sierra Nevada 
mountains, many thousands of able bodied men are emigrating to that section, armed 


with all the implements and munitious of war; and, 
- Whereas, Strong fears have been, and still are entertained from the failure of 


Congress to provide legal civil authorities, that political aspirants may subject the 
government of the United States to the sacrifice of much b ood and treasure in ex- 
tending jurisdiction over that valuable country; and, 
Whereas, the inhabitants of the State of Deseret, in view of their own | 
and for the preservation of the constitutional right of the United States to 
jurisdiction there, have organized a provisional State government under which | the 
eivil policy of the nation is duly maintained; and. 
reas, there are so many natural barriers to revent communication with any 
other State, or Territory belonging to the United States, during a great portion of 
the year, such as snow-capped mountains, sandy deserts, sedge plains, saleratus lakes 
and swamps, over which it is very difficult to effect a passage ; . 
Whereas, It is important in meting out the boundaries of the States and Terri. 
tories, so to establish them that the heads 80 ments may be able to communicate 
with all branches of their government with the least possible delay; and, 
Whereas, There are comparatively no ee, — lakes, or other natural 
channels of commerce; and, whereas, no valuable mines of gold, silver, iron, copper, 
or-Jead, have as yet ot been discovered within the boundaries of this State, commerce 
must necessarily limited to few branches of trade and manufactures; and whereas, 
the laws of all States and Territories should be adapted to their geographical loca- 
— 97 tecting and regulating those branches of trade only, which the country is 
capable of sustaining : thereby relieving the government from the expense of those 
complicated and voluminous statutes which a more commercial State requires; and 
whereas, there is now a sufficient number of individuals residing within the State 
of Deseret to support a State government, thereby relieving the general government 
from the expense of a territorial government in that section; and in evidence of 
which, the inhabitants have already erected a legislative hall, equal to mom, and 


sur by few in the older States— 
our memorialists, therefore, ask your honorable body to favorably consider their 


interests ; and, if consistent with the constitution and usages of the federal govern- 
ment, that the constitution accompanying this memorial be ratified, and the 
State of Deseret be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with other States, 
or such other form of civil government as your wisdom and magnanimity may award 
to the people of Deseret. And, upon the adoption of any form of government 
that their delegates be received, and their interests properly and verge represented, 
3 ** Congress of the United States. And your memorialists, as in duty bound 
ever pra 
On — was voted that the report be accepted, and the committee ar. 


ged from further duties. 

Parley P. Pratt offered the following resolutions:— 

Resolved. 1st. The Senate concurring therein, that two thousand copies of this 
memorial, together with the constitution, and an abstract of all records, 3 


and other documents pertaining to the organization * this State, be printsd. 
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Resolved. ‘nak That the President of the United Beaten, 0 the Senate, and the 
a of Representatives, each be furnished with a copy thereof. ~~ 
lutions were seconded and passed. 
House adjourned until Monday, at 10 a. m. 


Provisional State of Deseret 3 8. 


1 hereby certify that the foregoing constitution, memorial, synopsis of journal, 
&c., are a true copy of public documents on file in my office. 
Given under my hand, at my office, in the Great Salt Lake City, this 18th day 


of July, A. D. 1849. 
WILLARD Ricuarps, Secretary of State. 


‘She Watter-vap Saints’ Mtllenntal — 


JANUARY 16, 1850. 


Tux ship “ ARGO” sailed from Liverpool for New Orleans on the 10th inst., car- 
rying 402 souls, consisting of the Saints and their families, under the presidency of 
Elder Jeter Clinton. Several of the songs of Zion were sung as the ship passed 
out of the dock. Gladness seemed to beam from every countenance. May he who 
controls the elements guide them in safety to the land of refuge and peace, and es- 
tablish them upon the mountains of Zion with everlasting joy upon their heads. 


Ewraration.—Our next ship, the“ JOSIAH BRADLEE,” will sail on the fifth 
of February; she will carry 248 passengers ; her complement is already made up. 
We shall have another ship sailing about the last of February. When passengers 
have received their letter of notification, and have returned to us an answer, signi- 
fying their intention to sail at the time specified in our letter, and shall afterwards 
2 going, they will most certainly LOSE THEIR DEPOSITS; for upon 
the strength of their promise of sailing, we pay over their deposits to the ship 
agents, after which they cannot receive them back. 
Book Aczexrs.— We understand that some of our book agents are still giving credit 
for the publications which they dispose of. This is wrong, and contrary to our for- 
mer counsel. The credit system should be done away with. . We hope that the 
book agents will not take any more of the Stars or other publications than what 
they can dispose of in their own conferences. 

There was a rule established by the 3 Editor, that STARS and books not | 
disposed of might be returned to this office, but we find this a bad policy, for many 
books get soiled and worn before their return, which greatly injures the sale of 
them. We therefore say to the conferences, take as many books and Stars through 
your agents as you please, but do not return them again to our office; you will be 
responsible to our office in money for all that your agents shall order. 

The conferences are now nearly eight hundred pounds sterling behind with our 
office. Every exertion should be immediately made to liquidate these debts. It 
will be remembered that within the last seventeen months we have made a bill with 
the printer and bookbinder of some two or three thousand pounds sterling. If the 
conferences would have us punctual in settling our bills, they must be punctual in 
settling theirs. Punctuality is the life of business, and W 
man and man, and between man and his Maker. 
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26 | SPECIAL GENERAL CONFERENOB. 
APPoIntMENTS.—Elder Lorin Babbitt, late from America, will take the 

a of the Lincolnshire conference. Elder W. L. Cutler will labour for the time being 
he in the Birmingham conference, under the dire etion of J. H. Flanigan. The Saints 
| in these conferences should receive these brethren and give heed to their counsels 
in the Lord, and sustain them by the prayer of faith and by their means. 
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Ir will be seen by reference to the minutes of our Special General Conference, 
convened in Liverpool on the 5th inst., that Elder Levi Richards is appointed to go 
to Wales, and give counsel and instruction to the presidency of the Welsh confe- 
rences, and to all others among whom his lot may be cast. Elder Richards has his 
wife with him in this country, and the Welsh conferences are particularly request- 
ed to administer of their means for the support of Brother Richards and his family 
while he shall remain among them. May the Lord bless his labours abundantly in 
aa that Principality, and strengthen and confirm every faithful Saint. ee 
, The special conference held on the 5th inst., was called together with scarcely 
17 one day’s previous notice; the presiding Elders who attended were at the time in 
| Liverpool, to take a short farewell of the Saints who sailed on the “ Argo.” 


aed — 


— 
— 


ay 


— 


— 


— 

— — 


LETTERS remaining at our office which arrived too late for the passengers on the 
ship“ Argo,” viz., for Mr. Henry Lunt, one—Mr. Brown, one. coe 


— 


SPECIAL GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


Aj | | Liverpool, Saturday, January 5th, 1850. 


K i Present: Orson Pratt, of the Quorum of the Twelve. | 

1 High Priests: Dr. L. Richards, and John Banks. 8 

Elders: C. H. Wheelock; Harrison Burgess; Jeter Clinton; James W. Cum- 
ite mings; William L. Cutler; Milo Andrus; John Halliday; James H. Flanigan; 
5 Richard Cook; James Marsden; Lewis Robbins; Thomas Margetts; Glaud 
Rodger ; James D. Ross; George Halliday. | 

in Moved by James D. Ross, that we * the annexation of the Macclesfield 
5 Conference to the Staffordshire, as made by Elder Pratt, in Star, No. 22, Vol. 11, 
1 and that the two united, be known as the Staffordshire Conference. Carried 
unanimously. 


present Newport Conference, and the branches upon the borders of Radnorshire, 
Herefordsbire.— Carried unanimously. | 
oved by James W. Cammings, that Levi Richards be appointed to determine 
which branches in the counties of Monmouth and Radnor shall be attached to the 
Herefordshire Conference, and which shall be left to the Welsh jurisdiction. — Carried 
unanimously. . | 
- Moved, by John Banks, that Levi Richards be appointed the representative of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, in the Principality of Wales, 
subject to the counsel of Elder Pratt; with power to instruct and give counsel to 
the 8 of the said Church in Wales, and wherever he may travel, according 
to the authority conferred and instructions given to him previously, by the first 
presidency of this Church.—Carried unanimously. | 
Moved, by Harrison Burgess, that all the presidents of Conferences, hand to 
Elder Pratt twice a year, correct representations of the number of officers and 
members within their several jurisdictions, and that they arrive in Liverpool four- 
teen days prior to the Ist of January and Ist of July. The presidents to hold con- 
ference meetings quarterly as hitherto, or as they deem best. — Carried unanimously. 
Moved, by John that the branches of Luton, Eddlesbro, Flamstead, 


i ; N . Moved by Levi Richards, that the Herefordshire Conference embrace all the 
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LETTER TO THB EDITOR. 27 


Hemel Hemstead, and Studham, be detached from the London Conference, and 
annexed to the Bedfordshire.—Carried unanimously. 7. 
Moved, by John Banks, that Southampton be detached from the London Con. 
ference, become a Conference of itself, to be known as the Southampton Con- 
ference, under the presidency of Elder T. B. H. Stenhouse.—Carried unanimously. 
Moved, by John Banks, that the branches of St. Heliers, Gorey, First Tower, 
and Haverdepau, in the Island of Jersey, be detached from the London Conference, 
and form a Conference of themselves, to be known as the Channel Islands Confer- 
ence, under the presidency of Elder W. O. Dunbar. Carried unanimously. 
Moved, by James W. Cummings, that we signify our entire 9 of the 
course taken by Elder Pratt since taking charge of the affairs of the Church in 
this country, and that we do continue to sustain him by our faith and prayer.— 
Carried 
Moved, by Elder Pratt, that we signify our entire approval of the dure 
and conduct of the first presidency of the Church in all the world, viz: B. Yong, 
H. C. Kimball, and Willard Richards, and also the Quorum of the Twelve Apos- 
tles. Carried unanimously. 2 
Orson Pratt, President. 
‘James LinrortH, Clerk. 


B an Convenence, held at Livery Street Chapel, on Wednesday, Dee. 
26th, 1849—Elder Clinton, President—Elder J. Brook, Clerk. Total, 1880; 


Elders, 84; Priests, 87; Teachers, 51; Deacons 38; Baptized, 336; Cut off, 33; 


Dead, 11; Removed, 48; Received 32; Emigrated, 34. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 


On board Steam Boat Nominee, Ohio River} 50 miles below Louisville, 
Nov. 29th, 1849. 

Dear Brother Pratt,—I snatch a few moments of leisure to write to you, and 
inform you that brother G. P. Dykes and myself are thus far on our way to“ Old 
England,” in good health, and with a fair pros of being in Liverpool by the 
15th or 20th of January, through the blessing of the Lord. The boat shakes very 
much, and I have some difficulty in tracing out words, so that you will be enabled 
to decipher them. We spent one week in St. Louis. Brother Felt and the Saints 
under his presidency, treated us with great kindness, and have given us means suffi- 
cent to bear our expenses to New York. I must say that I am very highly pleased 
with the strict organization that brother Felt has established in all things pertaining 
to the St. Louis branch, and the wise arrangements he has made for the reception of 
the emigrating Sainte, by which means they are preserved from those wolves in 
clothing, apostates; and every information is given relative to obtaining profital 
employment, healthy locations for residence, &c. And I can confidently say to all the 
oe Saints, who are compelled to stop in St. Louis for want of means to pro- 

ed further, that if they will hearken to the counsel of brother Felt and his counsel- 
lors, it will be well with them. Brother Felt will also be of great benefit to those who 
wish to make purchases in St. Louis, preparatory to crossing the plains, in a saving of 
from ten to twenty 50 cent of their money. The branch in St. Louis numbers about 
3,000 Saints, of al » hot, warm, and cold, with a far less proportion of the 
COLD than I anticipated. I made arrangements with brother Felt relative to 
obtaining subscribers for the Star, who will pay their subscriptions in advance, 
together, with the transatlantic — which will probably give a circulation in 
St. Louis to that valuable publication, of from 50 to 100 copies. I will also 
3 to make the same arrangements in Cincinnati; Philadelphia, and New 

I intend visiting Washington City, in the hope that I may be enabled to bring 
you some joyful news relative to the State of Deseret. Enclosed, you will find an 
extract fromthe New York Post, which will be interesting to the Gints, as a fur - 
ther proof of the Book of Mormon. I left my family in good health. Brother 
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28 INTERESTING FROM SALT LAKE. 


Hyde was in good health and spirits. He has sent you 50 copies each of Nos. 1 
to 20 inclusive, of the Guardian, for sale, and will continue to send from 25 to 50 
copies of each following number, as they come out. The public feeling, relative to 
us as a people, has taken a great change of late. The persecutions we have received 
—our patient endurance—indefatigable industry, and above all, our kind reception 
in the valley of the Salt Lake of the destitute and starving gold diggers, although 
many of them were mobocrats, has made a draught upon the sympathies of the 

7 of this nation that they cannot resist. Asa proof of this change of feeling 
in the west, I was invited to preach in the cabin of the steamer as I came down the 
Missouri, which I did three times. I gave them a history of the rise and pro- 
gress of the Church; the persecutions we have endured; t with an outline 
of our faith. I saw many tears dashed from eyes that were humid, as I recounted 
to them the sufferings of our wives and tender little ones, and of their falling by 
the way side, as martyrs to the truth. How different the scene from that which 
would have taken place four years ago, instead of tears, there would have been 


howls of ; and instead of kind and gentle treatment, I would have been in 


danger of hd my scalp. It will, no doubt, be gratifying to the Scottish Saints, 
to hear that Elder Samuel Muliner (one of the pioneers of the gospel to Scotland) 
is on his way by this time, for the British Isles, to assist in pruning the vineyard. 
I was also informed, just before leaving, that Elder Martindale was appointed to 
accompany brother Muliner. Those three brethren, viz: Elders oS Muliner, 
and Martindale, will probably be all that will be sent from the Bluffs. Elder A. 
W. Babbitt informed me that he understood, (when he left the valley) that several 
elders would accompany the church teams in from that place, on their way to Eng. 
land. Remember me to all my brethren who may leave — pom (on their return 
home) before I arrive. I pray the Lord to bless them. Tell brothers Cordon and 
_ Robbins that their families are well. I parted from sister R » last Sabbath. 

Give my love to sister Pratt and family, and may heaven bless you, my beloved 
brother, is the earnest prayer of your fellow labourer in the kingdom of God. 


Amen. 


ELI B. KELSEY. 


- 


INTERESTING FROM SALT LAKE. 


ENCAMPMENT OF INDIAN TRIBES—NEW ROUTE TO CALIFORNIA—MOVEMENT OF 
THE EMIGRANTS, &o., &o., | 


From the St. Louis Republican, Dec. 4. 
‘Mr. Thomas Forsyth, a well known mountain man, arrived in this city day before 
yesterday. He left the Salt Lake about the last of September, and Fort Bridger, 
one hundred and ten miles this side, about the lst of Ootober; crossed over the 
Plains to the head waters of the Arkansas, and came in by Bent’s Fort and the 
Santa Fe trail. 
At a stream =e into the Arkansas, below Bent's Fort, he found the Chey- 
enne, Arapaho, and Kiowa Indians encamped, awaiting the arrival of Major Fitzpat- 
rick, the Indian agent. Below the Big Timber, and but a short distance from the 
Indian ment, he met Major Fitzpatrick and his party, with Mr. Ward and 
others. Farther down the Arkansas, he met Capt. Vrain’s train, on their way to 
Santa Fe. At Cow Oreek he met a train for Santa Fe, name not recollected, which | 
had lost a large portion of their stock. ot 7 pipet 
hout the distance, Mr. F. had pleasant weather. When he left the Salt 
Lake ement, the most.of the emigrants, including all the — bad gone 
forward to Oalifornia. Of this number was Gen. Wilson, as agent, his 
y. A number of emigrants, however, expected to the winter at Salt Lake 
Dity and Fort Bridger. Mr. F. informs us that the Mormons have discovered a 
route occupying only some twenty or thirty days to cross the desert and Sierra Ne- 
vada, on there is abundance of wood and water at every : and easy of 
crossing. Parties of Mormons had made the whole distance from the Sacramento 
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WHO IS THE LIAR? 20 


to the Salt Lake, with packed mules in fifteen days. Major Stansberry, of the U. 
S. Topographical Corps, with his party, had arrived in the Great Basin. It was 
understood that, under orders of the United States government, he would malie a 
survey of the Lost Lake and the various streams traversing the Great Basin. His 
mission was not favorably regarded by the settlers. . Babee 

The Mormons raised fine crops this past season—an.abundance of wheat and other 
grains, potatoes, turnips, &c., more than they could consume; but the influx of 
emigrants was furnishing a ready market for all their surplus, at high prices. Money 
was plenty in the Basin—and to this may be added the fact, that the Mormons have 
established a mint of their own, at which a large amount of the Oalifornia gold dust 
has been coined. They have issued coin of various denominations, to the amount 


of 20 dollar pieces. 


| | WHO IS THE LIAR? 
In order to prose my statements made at Northampton in December 1849, and 
to clear myself, I have taken the following list of lies from Mr. Bowes’s Book. 


Ist. Lie.—That P. P. Pratt had a shipping agent at New Orleans, when Bro- 
therton’s sailed.—Page 4. - 
Ist. Refutation.—Mr. P. P. Pratt never had an agent at New Orleans. 
2nd Lie.—That the English President is always an American.—Page 5. 
2nd Refutation.—Thomas Ward, who was President for several years, was an 
Englishman, -and never was in America. | | 
3rd Lie.—That it is written in the “ Book of Doctrine and Covenants,” thut 
Peter, James, and John, did not die, but are now living upon the earth—Page 87. 
3rd Refutation.—The “ Book of Doctrine and Covenants” states no such thing. 
1 4th Lie —Smith's Angel only discovered the plates, and did not preach at all.— 
age 57. 
ith Refutation.—Mr. Bowes states in his book, page 5, that the Angel came. 
5th Lie.—That Smith’s Angel whispered in the dark. i 5 
Sth Refutation.—In a cloud of light. Joseph Smith says it was a clear day. 
6th Lie. — Smith's Angel only addressed Smith. | 
6th Refutation.—The Angel spoke to Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery, David 
Whitmer, and Martin Harris. : 
Lie.—No one heard Smith’s Angel but himself. 
Ith Ręfutation.— This is entirely false. 
8th Z1e.—Smith’s Angel only revealed the plates. 
8th Refutation.—The Angel laid his hands upon the heads of Joseph Smith and 
| a Cowdery, and told them who sent him, and that they were to baptize each 
other. 
f 9th Lis. States that James Bayliss and Miss Holder were ‘Latter-day Saints. 
age 61. | 
Refutation.— James Bayliss was expelled the Latter-day Saints’ church some 
years ago. Miss Holder never was a Mormon. 
10th Lie.— That Elder Wheelock has three wives. ee 
10th Refutation.—Elder Wheelock and friends denounce this slanderous charge 
to be the blackest of falsehoods, and its propagator, John Bowes, to be of the same 
— Elder Wheelock with his wife, is now in England. I can give the ad- 
ress, 
11th Lie. — Nobody can find a real miracle performed by any Mormon.—Page 45. 
11th Refutation.—Thousands who have been healed, can, and do, bear testimony 
to the fact that miracles are performed in this church. ' | 
12th Lie.—Joseph Smith taught a system of polygamy. 2 1 
12th Refutation.—The Revelations given . Joseph Smith, state the fol- 
lowing:—“ If any commit adultery, they shall dealt with according to the 
law of God.“ Page 127.—“ He that looketh — a woman to lust after her; or, 
if any e their hearts, they shall not have the Spirit.“ Page 160, 
— Thou shalt love thy wife, and shalt cleave unto her, and nonè else. Page 124. 


| 
| 


80 WHO Is THE LiaRf 


3 one man should have one wife.” Doctrine and Covenants, 
18th Lie.—That Joseph Smith tried to seduce Martha: Brotherton. 
13th Refutation.—Mr. Bowes knows that Martha Brotherton’s sister sent a letter, 
stating that Martha was a liar; William Clayton did the same. Both are publish. 
ed in the Millennial Star, Vol. 3, pages 73, 74. 4 
14th Lie.—That Mark xvi., 15, 18, does not assert that the signs were to follow 
believers in all ages. ie 
14th Refutation.—Jesus said“ that as long as the gospel was preached and obey. 
ed, the signs should follow the believer.” James v. 13-—-Commanded, If any 
Seen to send for the elders ;” who were to anoint them with oil in the name of 
e Lord. 
1 Lis. No office-bearer in the New Testament Church was possessed of a 
15th Refutation.—Judas was an office-bearer, and was promised a throne ; 
he was possessed of a Devil. Again, Mark records that the Devil took 
of a child, who had broken no law. 
16th Lie.—But the Mormons have worked no real miracle. Page 49. 
16th Refutation.—Contradicts himself, as in the same page he quotes some tes. 
timonies of healing .—The blind have been restored to sight by the Mormons. 
My child was healed under the hand of P. P. Pratt. | 
17th Lie.—That Mormonism panders to slavery.—Page 40. 
17th Refutation.—It is false. Mr. B. only quoted of the sentence. We 
believe that all men are born —_ Slave- holders, with few exceptions, will not 
allow persons to preach to the Slaves. Let J. Bowes try it, and if he is sent to 
preach, why does he not go to them ? : | 
: a 1 law, or belief, that a man may know God and not be saved. 
—Fage 56. | 
18th Refutation.— We believe with Jesus, that it is life eternal to know God.” 
> “rg Bowes tell us of any man knowing God, who did not obey the laws of 


19th Lie.—Book of Mormon speaks of Mariners’ * 

19th Refutation.—Book of Mormon does not speak of the Mariners’ Compass; 
but of a Compass prepared at that time by the Lord. | | 
/ 20th Lie. —In his tract he states, that Mr. Smith offered no modifications, or 
alterations to his terms of discussion, at his last lecture. 

20th Refutation.—Mr. Smith offered to bring living witnesses to e Mr. 
Bowes’s false statements, and was then, and his now, willing to meet Mr. Bowes 
on the principles of Mormonism—the Bible to be the rule of evidence; which Mr. 


Bowes dare not do, being afraid of the truth. 
Second.—Mr. Bowes is a False Teacher. 
Mr. Bowes’s Doctrines and Teachings.—1st.—That Apostles and Prophets are 
Tatiana eee ght, that Apostles and Prophets were fur 
Doetrines.—1st.—Paul taught, that were fur 
. ; for the edifying of the 
Are men come to the 


the perfecting of the Saints; for the work of the rey i 
body of Christ, till all were come to the unity of the faith 
unity of the faith? How many different faiths are there ? | | 
Lad. B. D.—Denies the gift of healing —Page 44. . 
2 ~ eee Jesus, Mark xvi. 18; and James v. 18; Paul, lst Cor. 
. 28; xiv. 1. 
8rd. B. D.—Denies baptism for the remission of sins. —Page 52. 2 
8rd. S. D.—Contradicts Jesus, John iii. 5.; Matthew xxviii. 19; Mark xvi. 16; 
(Peter) Acts ii. 87—41; Acts x. 48. 1 
4th. B. D. — Teaches a man to disbelieve Jesus Christ.—Page 52. 
4th. S. D.—See Mark xvi. 18; James v. 13. 
1 Sth. B. D.— Says that believers are made sons of God, whether baptized or not. 


age 54. 9 
5th. S. D.—See John xii. If J. B. is true, the Devils are sons of God. See 
the following: James ii. 19; Acts xix. 18—15; Luke iv. 80—-34; Acts xvi. 18. 
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DISCOVERY IN CALIFORNIA. 81 


ch. B. D. — Mr. Bowes teaches, that no more miracles are needed, or are to be 
expected.—Page 50. 7 

Sch. S. D.—Contradicts Joel, xi. 28; Isaiah xi. 11—16, xxxv. 1—5; Jeremiah 
‘xvi. 14—16; Ezekiel xv. 383—38; Rev. xi. These texts prove that many miracies 
will be performed in these last days. : 
John Bowes, being acquainted with our books, has made garbled extracts, and 

withbeld the truth by wilfal misrepresentations. . 

John Bowes states in his book (page 31) that terms are used long before the time 
of Jesus. Now had John Bowes been an honest man, he would have stated that 
Nephi was relating a vision. And let me ask, does it not occur in the New Testa- 
ment, that Jesus was the Lamb slain from before the foundation of the world? 
Yet he was not crucified until about 4,000 —= after the creation of the world. 

Mr. Bowes gives a quotation from the “ Book of Doctrine and Covenants,” (page 
of his book 37); by comparing it, the reader will see that he has changed some 
words, and left out the middle of the sentence. 

In the fortieth page of his book, when speaking of slaves, he leaves off in the 
middle of the sentence, leaving out the reason, namely, “ not to jeopardize the lives 
of men.”—Doctrine and Covenants, page 334. | 

These are a few — from among the many which may be taken from John 
Bowes's lying book. e consider the testimony of the tens of thousands of LIVING 
witnesses, who knew Joseph Smith to be a good man, and a prophet of the Most 
High God, and who sealed his testimony with his blood, to be a sufficient refutation 
of the slanders and lies which John Bowes has wilfully published in his book ; which 
book of lies is strongly recommended to the public, by the Rev. Josxrn Brown, 
and Mr. Dyer, a schoolmaster 1111 

The public are informed, that most of John Bowes’s objections are replied to in 
a book entitled, “Mormonism Triumphant,” price 4d., which may be had, with 
other publications on Mormonism, at our meeting-room, Castle street. The lovers 
of truth, after reading and hearing both sides of the question, will treat John 
Bowes and his book with the contempt he so justly deserves. He that speaketh 


lies shall perish.” | 
THomas SMITH. 
Elder of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Northampton. 


EXTRAORDINARY DISCOVERY IN CALIFORNIA. 


The following is an extract from a letter written to his wife by a New Yorker, 
now working in the mines of Oalifornia. The letter bears date August 26, 1849. 

There was a gold mine discovered here (what is called Murphy's ings) one 
week to-day; it is evidently the work of ancient times —210 feet deep, situated on 
the summit of a very high mountain. It has made a great excitement here, as it 
was several days before preparations could be made to descend tothe bettom. There 
was found in it the bones of a human being, also an altar for worship, and some 
other evidences of human labor. From nt indications it is doubtful whether 
it will pay to be worked, as it is mostly all rock, and will require a great outlay for 
— to it.” a 

8 discovery, ro ursu competent observers, may prove of the 

highest histori — Pit will establish the fact that the — wealth of 
that region has been known to preceding generations, and the relics which have sur- 
vived may enlighten us as to the nationality of the people who first pierced this 
mountain two hundred and ten feet, and will doubtless suggest an inquiry into the ro- 
asons for abandoning the 23 of gold in a country in which it seems to abound, 
and where its discoverers found encouragement to make such extensive excava<~ 
tions in former times.—N. Y. Post. 


LAKE SUPERIOR COPPER MINES. 


There is much curiosity felt by all visitors to this mine on account of the stu. 
pendous workings of a race of people now,extinct. Their diggings can be traced 


* 


